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Dymus For This Week

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, Thou
didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. And
when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all the
powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of life, Christ our God,
glory to Thee!”

We celebrate the memory of Thy prophet Joel, O Lord;
through him we beseech You: “Save our souls!”

Thy holy martyr Varus, O Lord, through his sufferings has
received an incorruptible crown from Thee, our God. For
having Thy strength, he laid low his adversaries, and
shattered the powerless boldness of demons. Through his
intercession, save our souls!

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of
Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose! Creation,
with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee, and the
world, my Savior, praises Thee forever.

Following Christ, O Martyr Varus, thou didst drink of His
chalice; thou didst receive the crown of martyrdom and
now rejoicest with the Angels. Pray for our souls
unceasingly!

October 19th, 2025 + 19th Sunday after Holy Pentecost + Prophet Joel, Martyr Varus, and with him six Monk Martyrs

Please Sing Along!
Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies along with
the cheir throughout the Divine Liturgy is encouraged!

Epistle Reading - 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed
forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the
governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of
the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but
I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall,
and escaped from his hands. It is doubtless not profitable
for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the
Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago —
whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the
body I do not know, God knows — such a one was caught
up to the third heaven. And I know such a man — whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows —
how he was caught up into Paradise and heard
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not
boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire
to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I
refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees
me to be or hears from me. And lest I should be exalted
above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn
in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet
me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from
me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.

Gospel Reading - Luke 8:5-15

A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some
fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the
birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon
as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.
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And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up
with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground,
sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had
said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What
does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to
the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not
see, And hearing they may not understand’ Now the
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and
takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these
have no root, who believe for a while and in time of
temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell among thorns
are those who, when they have heard, go out and are
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring
no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good
ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble
and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

This WeeR’s Schedule
Doly Trinicy Orchodox Church

THIS WEEKEND

Saturday, Oct 18th
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions

Sunday, Oct 19th
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 840 AM,
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Parastas / Memorial Service
Church School, Coffee Hour
+++

Oct. 19th - Parastas / Memorial Service
In remembrance of Anna & Peter Sokola, Olga Pieck, Marie,
Orlando & Alexandra Zingaretti
Offered by Mike & Nancy Pieck
In remembrance of Nicholas Petrishin
Offered by Donna Hlesciak & Family
In remembrance of Rosalie Romanuski
Offered by Eugene & Michele Sterensky
In remembrance of Michael Wilgus, Stetz & Wilgus Family
Offered by Paula Barney
In remembrance of Natalie Gripp
Offered by Cynthia Super

In remembrance of Leanne Kuehnle
Offered by Irene Helen Freeman
In remembrance of the Krevko Family
Offered by Mary Krevko
In remembrance of the Helen Kosko
Offered by Donna Stankeiwicz

If you would like to submit names for this Parastas
please bring them with you to the service and give them
to Fr. Innocent.
+++

THIS WEEK
Wed @ 10 AM: Bible Study - Epistle to the Romans
Wed @ 11 AM to 1 PM: Church Open for Prayer
Wed @ 6 PM: Akathist - Mother of God, Healer of Cancer
Wed @ 6:40 PM: Orthodoxy 101
+++

NEXT WEEKEND

Saturday, Oct 25th
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions

Sunday, Oct 26th
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 8:40 AM,
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM,
Church School, Coffee Hour
Hospitality Committee Meeting

)) ANNOUNCEMENCTS

& dpcoming Parish €vencs
+++ Weekly / Monthly +++

Bible Study Wednesdays at 10 AM. Everyone is welcome. We are
reading through the Epistle to the Romans with discussions.
ORTHODOXY 101 Wednesdays @ 6:40 PM following the
Akathist Service (6 PM): Orthodoxy 101 is for visitors, inquirers,
catechumens or anyone interested in learning more about the
foundations of our faith.

Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each month. Our
next potluck is Sunday, November 30th

Friends of the Poor is usually the second Saturday of each
month. Saturday, November 15th.

Holy Trinity Parish Council is usually the second Sunday of
each month. The next Parish Council is Sunday, November 2nd.
WANTED: Coffee Hour Teams - Sponsor a Sunday Coffee
Hour with a friend. Speak with Joanne Dutko to learn more and
sign up.
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THIS WEEK! NEXT PIEROGI PROJECT OCTOBER
24TH & 25TH: We need your help! An HTOC pierogi
project is scheduled for Friday & Saturday, Oct 24th & 25th.
As you know, we need as many helpers as possible in order
to make it a success. Please offer any time you have
available on those two days to help out. The project work
schedule is as follows: Fri. 2pm to 6pm // Sat. 9am to
3pm. The volunteer sign up and pierogi order sheets are in
the vestibule. Volunteers are needed to make the project a
success. Perogies S 13.00 a doz. LIMIT 5 doz. To Pre-order
Call 570-825-6540, October 21st & 22nd, 10am & 3pm OR
signup in the vestibule. The pick up date is Saturday Oct. 25
from 1pm to 3 pm. This is the last and only pierogi
project for 2025. Help us make it a success.

Mon, Nov 3rd - THE WYOMING VALLEY
INTERFAITH COUNCIL is honored to confer The
Citation of Distinction for Community Leadership Upon
Archpriest Father Joseph Martin (of blessed memory) and
Protodeacon Sergei Kapral. You are cordially invited to
attend the Community Interfaith Luncheon Monday,
November 3rd, 2025 at 12:00 Noon at The Holiday Inn -
600 Wildflower Dr., Wilkes-Barre, PA. To make reservations
take a form from the bulletin board in the vestibule or ask
at the candlestand. RSVP deadline Oct 25th.

Birchdays & ANNiIVERSORIES

OCTOBER Birthdays: Paula Holoviak (10/2), Barry
Benczkowski (10/2), Tommy Donlick Jr. (10/5), Brian
Benczkowski (10/5), Paul Andrew Tumavitch (10/6), Irene
Zimich (10/6), John Zimich (10/11), Gail Coslett (10/12),
Marlene Stempien (10/14), Kristen Reznak (10/16), Jason
Stankiewicz (10/18), Anela Kurtz (10/18), Amber King
(10/20), Renee Eyerman (10/20), Nancy Pieck (10/20), Sarah
Benzczkowski (10/22), Mary Anya Haugh (10/27), Walter
Shedlock (10/28), Marie Talpash (10/28) Anniversaries:
Nancy & Mike Pieck (10/12), William & Mary Gurka (10/15),
Marianne & Paul Newmeyer (10/16), Rebecca & Steve
Leonori (10/23), Michael & Lisa Talpash (10/24)

This Week: Birthdays - Amber King (10/20), Renee
Eyerman (10/20), Nancy Pieck (10/20), Sarah Benzczkowski
(10/22) Anniversaries - Rebecca & Steve Leonori (10/23),
Michael & Lisa Talpash (10/24)

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
Parish Harvest Dinner

A Family & Friends “Family Style” Turkey Dinner
at Amber Palace in Parsons

+++

Sunday, November 9, 2025
Dinner at 12 noon / doors open at 11 am / cash bar
$20 for Adults, $10 for Children

+++

Reservations with payment begin Sunday Oct
5th after Divine Liturgy in the Vestibule.

Deadline Oct 31st.
Z > WoRrds oF Wisdom
= From the Saints & Teachers
+++
The Sower

A Homily by Met Anthony Bloom

How familiar, and how simple it seems to us, appears to us
today’s parable of the seed and of the sower; and yet, how
relevant it is to us, and how much more thought we should
give to it. We forget the setting itself of the parable, the
imagery of the sower and the seed, and we don't see in it an
image of Christ, walking along the roads and the paths of
Galilee and Judea; and everywhere He went, people came to
the roadside because they have heard, as the Blind Man
have heard of whom Saint Marc reports, that He was a
Teacher, that His words were true, that they had in them a
power of life.

And people came, and lined the roads, and lined the streets,
and listened. Some were prepared for the message; some
have been in an agony of mind, have been asking
themselves questions which hitherto no one has been able
to answer. But others came, as so many people come now
to a preacher, to an evangelist, to a leader of any side, came
to see a man of whom one spoke, and to listen to what he
had to say. He was not answering any of their questions, He
was not meeting any of their needs, except perhaps the
desire to see someone that was outstanding, someone

PARISH PRAYER LIST // Homebound: Evelyn, Vladimir, Jeri, David, Paul, Archpriest Theodore, Mat. Elizabeth, Mary, Patricia, Barbara, Jeri,
Joan, Irene, Alice // Sick & Suffering: Cynthia Dulsky, Nadine Breisch, Elizabeth Hutz, Mary Hutz, David Lezinsky, Gregory Krevko, Tom
Vaskalis, Tom O’Brian, David, Delores Tressa, Sylvia Dreater, Pearl Tutko, Marie Dutko, Elaine & Forrest Hanson, Alexandra, Jody, Sergei, Priest
Michael, Michael Noice, Paul Loftus // Recently Departed: Rosalie Romanuski // Pray for our Catechumens: Tom, Gail, Jaqueline, Dejare, Eric,
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unique in his time. They heard the word, but it fell at their
ears, they find it beautiful, lovely, true — but it did not go
beyond this. They were listening to words, they were not
listening to the cry of their own soul that was hungry for
words of truth.

And so, when He had passed, they all returned to what was
their ordinary, their normal life. They might have gone
home and repeated these words, saying, Wasn'’t it lovely?
Did He speak well? — and then they went back to what was
life, ordinary life, day-to-day life...

Others, who had come to the roadside, received the
message with emotion, it stirred something in their hearts,
something in their minds, it answered something in them.
And they received it and hugged it to themselves, and
returned home; but the moment they were no longer by
the road, at home, the concerns of home overwhelmed
them: there was so much to do, so much to think about,
there was so much in life, there was no time to reflect again
and again on the words heard, there was no time to sit
quietly and to look in imagination at the face they had
seen, to rehearse the voice they have heard.

We have another parable about those who have been called
to the Bridal Feast of the King: they heard a call, they knew
they were called personally — but could they go? The one
had bought a field, he was rooted in it, tied to it, a prisoner
of it; others have bought five pairs of oxen — they had to try
them, they had something to do in life, a vocation, a job,
something great — or something simply that matters
supremely in a personal way, as the last one: he had taken a
bride — how could he spend time for anyone else?

Those are the people who receive the word, who receive it
truly, in their heart, but there are so many things that
matter — tomorrow will do, or, if we only could reduce the
message to something liveable, simple, not to the
absoluteness of it!

And then, those who receive the message, like the rich soil
that could receive the message, receive a seed and bear
fruit. Those people were not simply better people, they
probably were not better people; they were people who had
a question in their mind and heart, people who had a
longing, people for whom their daily life was too narrow,
too small, people who were aware that their soul was deep,
and vast and could not be filled with the trivialities — or
even the noble, the good things of life: they received the

message, they took it to heart, deep into them, and they
bore fruit because it was answering a need.

Now, we can apply it to ourselves: how many of us listen to
the words of the Gospel, listen to the words of preaching,
read books that are full of interest and depth, and they store
it in their memory, they enjoy it — but that is the end; they
can quote it, they can pass it on to others, — but that is all.

And there are so many of us who have received the
message with enthusiasm, with passion, knowing that this
message is an answer to all there is in us of longing, of
hunger, of greatness, indeed; but then, life is so complex,
there is so much to do! And in all this doing, in all this
complexity the words is left aside — for another time, for
another day, when I will be old enough not to have any
concerns: then I can turn back to this glorious moment
when life unfolded itself in all its splendour — I keep it in
my memory!

What about us, receiving the message and bearing fruit?
But how does this message reach us? I remember a Russian
priest saying to me, BB read the Gospel daily, and I
respond to it very seldom. But I read it daily because I never
know whether today, or tomorrow, or on another day I will
be the barren roadside, or the weeds by the way, or, of a
sudden, whether this word will not fall on a small patch in
me which is capable of receiving it and bearing fruit.

Isn’t that simple, isn’t that encouraging? We all are the
three things described in the parable of the Gospel; but if
we give a chance to God Who speaks, to God, Who passes
through our life, to God Who knocks at our heart — from
time to time we will receive the message with joy and let go
of it; but from time to time it will reach a depth in our
heart, a core of our life and be the answer that will change
it.

Let us therefore listen, listen to the words of the Gospel day
in and day out; listen to the voice of our conscience, listen
to what the deepest self says to us about life, about truth,
about reality; and from time to time we will have been the
good ground that can bear fruit. This parable, so simple, so
clear, if we only apply it, can be a beginning of a new life.
Amen.

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: 512,305
Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: 52,840
Last Week’s Collection (10/12/25) : 52,006




