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November 3rd, 2024 + 19th Sunday after Pentecost + Martyrs Akepsimas Bishop of Persia, and those with him (4th c.)

Hymns for This Week

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal,
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead.
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all
the powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of life, Christ
our God, glory to Thee!”

You were pillars of the Church, O servants of godliness,
and you humbled the proud worshippers of fire. Much
afflicted hierarch Aképsimas, Joseph the presbyter and
Aethalas the deacon, pray to ↑Christ our God to grant us
His great mercy!

O liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of
the sick, and champion of kings, trophy-bearer, great
martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls
may be saved!

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle
of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose!
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee,
and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever.

Thou didst celebrate the mysteries blamelessly, O wise
one, and became thyself an acceptable sacrifice, O
divinely blessed one. Thou didst gloriously drink of the

cup of Christ, Holy Akepsimas. Together with thy fellow
sufferers thou art praying unceasingly to Christ God for
us all.

As we the faithful flee to thee for refuge and seek thy
protection and speedy help, We entreat thee, O
Champion of Christ, that we who sing thy praises may be
delivered from the snares of the enemy and from every
peril and adversary, that we may cry: “Rejoice, O martyr
George!”

Epistle Reading - 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus
the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the
city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest
me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in
the wall, and escaped from his hands. It is doubtless not
profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and
revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who
fourteen years ago – whether in the body I do not know,
or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows –
such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know
such a man – whether in the body or out of the body I do
not know, God knows – how he was caught up into
Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of
myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. For
though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I
will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should
think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from
me. And lest I should be exalted above measure by the
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be
exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded
with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest uponme.

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: Amost sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have

prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!

Web:www.wbholytrinity.org • Phone: 570-825-6540 • Priest: Fr. Innocent Neal



Gospel Reading - Luke 8:41-56

And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was
a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet
and begged Him to come to his house, for he had an only
daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying.
But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a
woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had
spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be
healed by any, came from behind and touched the border
of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood
stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all
denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the
multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who
touched Me?’” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me,
for I perceived power going out fromMe.” Now when the
woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to
Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had
touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And
He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith
has made you well. Go in peace.” While He was still
speaking, someone came from the ruler of the
synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is
dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” But when Jesus heard
it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only
believe, and she will be made well.” When He came into
the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter,
James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl.
Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not
weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed
Him, knowing that she was dead. But He put them all
outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little
girl, arise.” Then her spirit returned, and she arose
immediately. And He commanded that she be given
something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but
He charged them to tell no one what had happened.

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

THISWEEKEND
Saturday, November 2nd
Orthodoxy 101 @ 3:30 PM
Great Vespers @ 5 PM

Confession available before or after Vespers

Sunday, November 3rd
Matins@ 8 AM, Hours@ 8:40 AM

Divine Liturgy@ 9 AM
Coffee Hour, Church School

Nov 3 -Ministry for the care of Widows & Homebound
Our First Meeting during Coffee Hour! Please come if you

have an interest in serving in this important Parish
Ministry.
+++

THISWEEK
WED 11 AM - 1:30 PM: Church open for prayer

WED 6:30 PM: Akathist to St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre
THUR 11 AM: Bible Study

FRI 9 AM: Divine Liturgy for Archangel Michael
FRI 6:30 PM: Great Vespers for St. Nektarios of Aegina

+++

NEXTWEEKEND
Saturday, November 9th

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy w/ Ordination of
SD Gregory Polk to the Holy Diaconate@ 9 AM

Reception to follow Divine Liturgy
Orthodoxy 101 - Come to the Ordination in the morning

Great Vespers @ 5 PM
Confession available before or after Vespers

Sunday, November 10th
Matins@ 8 AM, Hours@ 8:40 AM

Divine Liturgy@ 9 AM
Coffee Hour, Church School

Parish Council Meeting@ 11:30 AM

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

+++

+++Weekly / Monthly +++

NEW SESSION - Bible Study Thursdays at 11 AM. Everyone is
welcome. We are reading through the Acts of the Apostles with
discussions.
NEW SESSION - ORTHODOXY 101 Saturdays @ 3:30 PM:
Orthodoxy 101 is for visitors, inquirers, catechumens or anyone
interested in learning more about the foundations of our faith. 1
hour followed by Great Vespers.
Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each month.
Our next potluck is November 24th.
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Friends of the Poor is usually the second Saturday of each
month. The next gathering will be SAT, November 16th@ 9 AM
Holy Trinity Parish Council is usually the second Sunday of
each month. Our next meeting is SUN, Nov 10th@ 11:30 AM

+++ Upcoming Events +++

Nov 9th - Ordination of SD Gregory Polk to the
Holy Diaconate: Sat, Nov 9th at 9 AM, His Eminence
Archbishop Mark will serve Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
with the Ordination of SD Gregory Polk to the Holy
Diaconate. Divine Liturgy will be followed by a reception
for the newly ordained Dn Gregory downstairs in the
church hall. The entire Holy Trinity community is invited
and encouraged to come support SD Gregory in his new
ministry at our beloved parish.

NOV 3rd - Ministry for the Care of Widows &
Homebound Meeting: The widows, homebound, sick
and elderly in our parish and community need our love
and care. Be a part of this important NEW parish ministry
by coming to our first meeting held at coffee hour next
Sunday, November 3rd.

Next Perogie Project NOVEMBER 15TH & 16TH:
Friday & Saturday Work Schedule: Fri. 2pm to 6pm, Sat.
9am to 3pm. Volunteer sign up sheet and pierogi order
sheets are in the vestibule. Volunteers are needed to
make the project a success. Perogies $ 13.00 a doz. LIMIT.
5 doz. Pre-order Call: 570-822-5975 November 11th -
14th. Between 10am and 3pm. Pick up date: Nov. 16th (
Sat.) (1pm to 3pm)

Nov 9th - St. Michael's 2nd Annual Veterans Day
Pasta Dinner: St. Michael's Orthodox Church in Old
Forge, PA is hosting its 2nd Annual Veterans Day Pasta
Dinner and Raffle! Anyone is welcome to join us for a
time of fellowship and delicious food catered by Arcaro
and Genell. In addition to the food there will be a Gift
Card & Basket Raffle! Tickets can be purchased at the
door and includes many prizes from local business and a
variety of themed baskets.

Details: November 9, 2024, 2-6pm @ St. Michael's
Orthodox Church Hall, 512 Winter St., Old Forge, PA
18518 Cost: Tickets cost $12 per person, and include
pasta with meatballs, salad, bread roll, and desert. Dine
in or take out available! To purchase tickets Call Sandy at
(570) 562-3887, or Tammy at (570) 562-0724.

**This year donating a portion of the proceeds to Camp Freedom.
Camp Freedom is a nonprofit organization that provides outdoor
adventures for disabled Veterans and First Responders, their family
members, and Gold Star families including quality hunting, shooting
sports, fishing, hiking, biking, and other year-round outdoor
activities. These activities remove individuals from clinical settings
into the healing environment of the outdoors and nature.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

NOVEMBER Birthdays: Scott Harvey (11/4), Matushka
Melanie Neal (11/4), Myra Tarantini (11/4), Irene Dutko
(11/5), Anya Nealon (11/8), Steve Nealon (11/10), Joli
Dutko (11/12), Matt Austin (11/16), Douglas Cardoni
(11/16), John Goobic III (11/19), Michael Talpash (11/22),
Andrew Neal (11/24), Olivia Kamboch Spinghel (11/27),
Candice Dutko (11/30) Anniversaries: Steve & Jean Hutz
(11/19)

This Week:
Birthdays: Scott Harvey (11/4), Matushka Melanie Neal
(11/4), Myra Tarantini (11/4), Irene Dutko (11/5), Anya
Nealon (11/8) Anniversaries:N/A

Words ofWisdom
From the Saints & Teachers

+++

RAISING OF JAIRUS DAUGHTER
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

Today’s Gospel is not only about miracles and the mercy
of God; to me it is about hope beyond hope. In the story
of the daughter of Jairus we see a child already dead;
everyone knows about it; there is such certainty that
when the Son of God, become the Son of Man, says, No!
This child has not died, it is fallen asleep, everyone
contradicts Him: No, this child has died. And then Christ,
with a word of power, but in an act of love calls the child
to earthly life again.

Isn’t this, – apart from being a true event of our human
history, – isn’t this also a parable, and an image of so
many human situations? How often we would say, There
is no point in doing anything about this person, this

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Homebound - Evelyn, Vladimir, Jeri, Marsha, David, Paul, Archpriest Theodore, Archpriest Michael Evans,
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Gregory Krevko, Steve Rilkowski, Tom Vaskalis, David, Alice Liskowski Departed: Spencer Nicholas, Nicholas Petrishin, Mitred Archpriest
Vladimir Petorak, Roberta Pryor Schloemer, Archpriest Peter Telencio



person is lost anyhow; there is nothing to do about
redeeming a given situation, this situation is beyond
redemption. And we must remember the words which
were spoken by Christ to Peter when he said, Who then
can be saved? and the Lord said to him, What is
impossible to man, is possible unto God.

Hope beyond hope: not because we have got good
reasons to hope, but because we can be possessed of a
passionate certainty that not only love divine but human
love can bring back to life what was lost. People who have
fallen into the deepest dereliction, people who seem to us
to be hopelessly evil, if they are met by the sacrificial
love, – and the word sacrificial is essential, – the
sacrificial love of God and the same sacrificial love in us,
can be redeemed.

In the case of this child it happened immediately. In our
relation to one another and to people it may take years,
years of patient love, years during which we will give
ourselves, but also endure, endure endlessly the most
unendurable things; and in the end there can be
redemption. There can be redemption on this earth, in
the form of a person who was thought to be hopeless,
beyond help, and who begins to change, and then we see
a miracle, and we are elated, and hope becomes complete
and real, and joy fills our heart.

But there is also another way in which this sacrificial love
can be redemption. A western theologian has said around
the time of the last war, when feelings were deep and
pain acute, he said that suffering is the meeting place
between evil and humanity; suffering is always caused by
human agency or human agency turns away from it and
does not alleviate it. And suffering always cuts into the
soul or into the body of people. But when it has
happened, the victim acquires divine power to forgive,
and by forgiveness to undo the evil, and to redeem those
who have done the evil.

Let us reflect on this; this thought has come to me not
out of reflection, and indeed not out of my life that has
always been too easy for me to be able to speak such
words. But after the war a document was found in one of
the concentration camps. It was written on a torn sheet
of wrapping paper by a man who died in this camp. And
the substance of his message was a prayer in which he
said, Lord, when you come as a Judge of the earth, do not
condemn the people who have done such atrocious
things to us; do not hold against them their cruelty and

our suffering, their violence and our despair, but look at
the fruit which we have borne in patience, in humility, in
fortitude, in forgiveness, in loyalty, in solidarity; and
may these fruits be accounted unto their salvation. Do
not allow the memory of us to be in eternity horror to
them; may it be their salvation.

This is also hope beyond hope. And to me it is connected
with this contrast between the sinful, the false, the blind
knowledge expressed by the people in the house: they
laugh at Christ, they know that the child is dead, hope is
superfluous, it is drowned in despair, – and the victory of
love and of mercy which is shown in the event but which
can extend in so many ways into our personal lives on the
simplest level, and on the most heroic ones. Let us
therefore give thought to it, and choose for hope beyond
hope, for that love and that faith that conquer. Amen.

"In her humility, she feared to be seen,
yet her heart was bold to believe. Christ
makes her an example that faith works

through humble approach.”
St. Ambrose of Milan

+++

"The Lord’s power is ceaselessly
flowing. He who touches Him with
faith, even as by the hem of His

garment, draws from Him healing as
from a spring."
St. Cyril of Alexandria

The Treasury
“... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. + Jesus Christ

+++


