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+ Holy Trinity, Wilkes-Barre + July 26th, 2026 + Saint Jacob Netsvetov, Enlightener of Alaska + 8th Sunday after Pentecost +
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HYMNS & READINGS‘%

For ToDAY’S DIVINE LITURGY

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou
didst open Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst
change weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy
disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,
granting the world great mercy.
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O righteous Father Jacob,adornment of Atka and the Yukon
Delta;thou didst offer thyself as a living sacrificeto bring
light to a searching people.Offspring of Russian
America,flower of brotherly unityhealer of sickness and
terror of demons:O Holy Father Jacob, pray to Christ God
that our souls may be saved!

The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for
Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers.
Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: “The
Savior has come to those in faith; enter, you faithful, into
the Resurrection!”

O Holy Father Jacob,teacher of the knowledge of God,thou
didst reveal thy love for thy peopletaking up thy cross and
following Christenduring hardships like the Apostle
Paul.Pray on our behalf to Christ our Godto grant us great
mercy!

———o

PLEASE SING ALONG!

S~ Singing throughout the Divine Liturgy is encouraged! 3%

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you,
my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you
says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of
Cephas,” or “I am of Christ” Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had
baptized in my own name. Yes, I also baptized the
household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I
baptized any other. For Christ did not send me to baptize,
but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.

Gospel - Matthew 14:14-22

And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He
was moved with compassion for them, and healed their

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please ket us know!
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sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him,
saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already
late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves food.” But Jesus said to them,
“They do not need to go away. You give them something to
eat” And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves
and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He
commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And
He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the
disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they
all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full
of the fragments that remained. Now those who had eaten
were about five thousand men, besides women and
children. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the
boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the
multitudes away.
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"The miracle begins with

thanksgiving. He blessed before He
broke, teaching us that gratitude is the
beginning of every gift.”
— St. Cyril of Alexandria
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S WEEKLY SCHEDULE <

THIS WEEKEND
SAT, July 25th
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, July 26th
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 840 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Blessing of Vehicles,
Parish Potluck, ASP Presentation

+ Blessing of Vehicles immediately following Liturgy +
Appalachia Service Project Presentation @ Coffee Hour
Presented by Ephraim & Andrew Neal

THIS WEEK
Bible Study is on Summer Break - Stay tuned!
WED @ 11 AM - 1 PM - Church Open for Prayer
WED @ 6 PM - Akathist
WED @ 6:30 PM - Orthodoxy 101
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NEXT WEEKEND
SAT, Aug 1st
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, Aug 2nd
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 840 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Coffee Hour

+ Youth Nature Hike following Coffee Hour +

Bible Study is currently on summer break
ORTHODOXY 101 Alternating between Sundays @ noon
following the coffee hour & Wednesday following the Akathist
service. Orthodoxy 101 is for visitors, inquirers, catechumens or
anyone interested in learning more about our faith.
Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each month. Our
next potluck is Sun, July 26th.

Friends of the Poor is usually the second Saturday of each
month. The next FOP is Saturday, August 8th

Holy Trinity Parish Council is usually the second Sunday of
each month. The next Parish Council is TBD
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TODAY, Sun, July 26th, Blessing of Vehicles: Vehicles are
traditionally blessed on or near the Feast of St. Elijah (July
20th) who was taken up by God into the heavens in a fiery
chariot. We are all accustomed to having our homes blessed
around the Feast of Theophany, yet we also spend a great
deal of time in OR on our vehicles traveling through town,
on vacations, for work, and for recreation. This blessing is a
request to Our Lord that He send a Guardian Angel to
protect and keep both drivers and passengers in safety, and
to bless our vehicles given to us by God for their good use.
Bring your vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles or any other
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form of transportation on Sunday, July 26th to be blessed
immediately following Divine Liturgy.

Attention Families! August 2nd Nature Hike
Sunday, August 2nd following Coffee Hour, the HTOC
Youth will embark on a Nature Hike led by Steve Nealon w/
Ice Cream @ Hillside Dairy to follow — weather permitting.
If the weather is not cooperating we will stay at church, for
games and ice cream. Save the date and invite friends!
Everyone is invited.

«&@ B- DAYS & ANNIVERSARIES @

July Birthdays: Christina Cherkis (7/2), Marley Willis
(7/10), Xenia Clark (7/11), Luke Austin (7/15), Diane Welgus
(7/18), Rachael Talpash (7/24), Damian Rosencrans (7/24),
Ava Spinghel (7/25), Katrina Zbegner (7/26), Chris Yanovich
(7/26) Donna Stankiewicz (7/27), Christopher Dutko
(7/28), Shannon Bisset (7/28), Deborah Mills (7/31) July
Anniversaries: Lisa & Scott Harvey (7/15), Marianne &
Jeremy Haugh (7/18), JP & Denise Meck (7/24), Marie &
Vladimir Dutko (7/26), Tom & Alexanne Conklin (7/27),
Kristin & Bill Resnick (7/31)

This Week’s Birthdays & Anniversaries: Katrina Zbegner
(7/26), Chris Yanovich (7/26), Donna Stankiewicz (7/27),

Christopher Dutko (7/28), Shannon Bisset (7/28), Deborah
Mills (7/31), Marie & Vladimir Dutko (7/26), Tom &
Alexanne Conklin (7/27), Kristin & Bill Resnick (7/31)

Aug 1st - Joan Lello (8/1)
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.. Of the Saints, Fathers & Teachers

Saint Jacob Netsvetov, Enlightener of Alaska (1802-1864)

Saint Jacob Netsvetov was born in 1802 on Atka Island in
the Aleutian chain to a Russian father, Yegor Netsvetov, and
an Aleut mother, Maria. Raised in a devout Orthodox
family, he grew up in both Russian and Native Alaskan
cultures, a unique background that God would later use in
his missionary ministry. While his brothers pursued
successful careers in Russia, Jacob desired to dedicate his
life to Christ and the service of His Church.

When the family moved to Irkutsk in 1823, Jacob entered
the theological seminary, where he excelled in his studies.
After graduating, he married Anna Simeonovna and was
ordained first as a deacon and then, in 1828, to the holy
priesthood. Although he could have remained in Russia,
Father Jacob longed to return to his native Alaska to preach
the Gospel among his own people.

In 1829, after an arduous year-long journey across Siberia
and the Pacific, Father Jacob, his wife, and his father arrived
in Atka. His parish stretched nearly two thousand miles
across the Aleutian Islands, encompassing remote villages
separated by dangerous seas and harsh weather. When he
arrived, the church had not yet been completed, so he built
a large tent where he celebrated the Divine Services until a
permanent church could be erected. During his first six
months alone, he baptized sixteen people, chrismated more
than four hundred, married fifty-three couples, and buried
eight of the faithful.

A gifted missionary, Father Jacob was fluent in both
Russian and Aleut and devoted himself to the education of
the native people. He established schools, developed
written alphabets, translated portions of Holy Scripture
and liturgical texts into the Aleut language, and worked
closely with Saint Innocent of Alaska in advancing the

PARISH PRAYER LIST // Homebound: Evelyn, Vladimir, Marie, Pearl, Jeri, David, Paul, Archpriest Theodore, Mat. Elizabeth, Mary, Patricia,
Barbara, Jeri, Joan, Irene, Alice, Sylvia, Paul // Sick & Suffering: Cynthia Dulsky, Nadine Breisch, Elizabeth Hutz, Mary Hutz, David Lezinsky, Tom
Vaskalis, Tom O’Brian, David, Delores Tressa, Elaine & Forrest Hanson, Alexandra, Jody, Michael Noice, Paul Loftus, Santo, Susan Shiposki, Dn
Jerimiah, William, Alan, Tim, Ann, Paul, Bill, Linda, Betty, Jim, George, Ali, Athansios, Hanna, Don Redmond // Recently Departed: James, Ruth,
Walter, Dn Christopher, Claire Ann, Clement, Ernie, Elizabeth // Pray for our Catechumens: Tom, Gail, Jaqueline, John, Adrienne, Michelle, Jesse,
Katie, Lisa, Aaric, Tyler, Dom, David, Ashley, Audrey, Jessica, Nicholas, Nicholas // Inquirers: Steve, Nicholas



Church's missionary work. Saint Innocent praised him for
his holiness, scholarship, and pastoral wisdom.

His life was also marked by profound personal suffering.
Within a short period, his beloved wife died of cancer, his
home was destroyed by fire, and his father also passed
away. Grieving these losses, Father Jacob requested
permission to enter the monastic life. But no replacement
could be found for his mission, and Saint Innocent
encouraged him to remain in the field, discerning that God
still had much work for him to do.

In 1845 Father Jacob accepted a new assignment to
establish the Yukon Mission in the Alaskan interior. For
nearly twenty years he traveled hundreds of miles by foot,
boat, and dogsled through some of the harshest wilderness
in North America. He learned additional native languages,
built churches, founded Orthodox communities, and
baptized thousands of Native Alaskans. Through his
patient preaching and genuine love, entire villages
embraced Christ, and even tribes that had long been
enemies were united in the Orthodox Faith.
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Father Jacob was known not only as a
preacher but as a compassionate
shepherd. He cared personally for the
sick, often while suffering from illness
himself.
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Father Jacob was known not only as a preacher but as a
compassionate shepherd. He cared personally for the sick,
often while suffering from illness himself. He fearlessly
confronted superstition and demonic influences through
prayer, and his ministry was marked by remarkable acts of
healing and spiritual renewal. His journals record many
examples of lives transformed through the grace of Christ.

Near the end of his life, false accusations were brought
against him by one of his assistants. Although he was
quickly cleared of every charge, decades of missionary
labor had greatly weakened his health. He spent his final

months in Sitka, where he continued serving the Church
until his repose on July 26, 1864, at the age of sixty.

Saint Jacob Netsvetov stands among the greatest
missionary saints of North America. He crossed immense
distances, endured deep personal sorrow, learned the
languages of those he served, and spent his entire life
bringing the light of Christ to the people of Alaska. His life
reminds us that the Gospel is proclaimed most powerfully
through humble perseverance, sacrificial love, and
unwavering faith in Jesus Christ.
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“..but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. + Jesus Christ

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $12,305
Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $2,840
Last Week’s Collection (7/19) : $

Scan to make an online donation.
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Thank you to all who provided food for the potluck
and to those who helped clean up! Next Sunday Olga
Layton and Zora Narcov will offer coffee hour. Please see
them if you'd like to help.

Would you sponsor a coffee hour with a friend?
See Fr. Innocent, Mat. Melanie or Joanne Dutko.
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