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For ToDAY’S DIVINE LITURGY

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord
has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down
death by death. He has become the first born of the dead.
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has
granted to the world great mercy.
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In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling
asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos. Thou
wast translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by thy prayers
thou dost deliver our souls from death.

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,
leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults
as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs they
unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos,
who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her
intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she was
translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal
womb.
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PLEASE SING ALONG!

S~ Singing throughout the Divine Liturgy is encouraged! 3%

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that
word which I preached to you — unless you believed in
vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen
by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater
part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.
After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.
Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out
of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not
worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so
we preach and so you believed.

Gospel Reading - Matthew 19:16-26

Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,
what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please ket us know!

RO




He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good
but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep
the commandments” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus
said, “You shall not murder, ‘You shall not commit
adultery, ‘You shall not steal, ‘You shall not bear false
witness, "Honor your father and your mother, and, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself! “The young man said
to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What
do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect,
g0, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when
the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful,
for he had great possessions. Then Jesus said to His
disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His
disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying,
“Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and
said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”
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THIS WEEKEND
SAT, Aug 22nd
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, Aug 23rd
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 840 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Coffee Hour

Sun Aug 23rd Friends of the Poor Meeting @ Noon

Everyone who is currently involved in Friends of the Poor
and/or considering helping with this important ministry is
encouraged to attend as we discern how we can strengthen

and expand our service to the homeless and poor of
Wilkes-Barre.
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THIS WEEK
Bible Study is on Summer Break - Stay tuned!
WED @ 11 AM - 1 PM - Church Open for Prayer
WED @ 6 PM - Akathist

Feast of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Celebrated at St. John the Baptist in Edwardsville, PA

Fri, Aug 28th - Great Vespers w/ Lity @ 6 PM
Sat, Aug 29th - Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM
A festal lenten meal will follow Liturgy

Please note: This feast is being celebrated at St. John's
Orthodox Church in Edwardsville, NOT Holy Trinity.
0—-@2@-—0
NEXT WEEKEND
SAT, Aug 29th
Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, Aug 30th
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 840 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Parish Potluck

8/29 - Church School & Youth Planning Meeting
following Divine Liturgy

Bible Study is currently on summer break
ORTHODOXY 101 Orthodoxy 101 is for visitors, inquirers,
catechumens or anyone interested in learning more about our
faith. We just completed our summer session but will have more
classes coming soon. Classes on Wednesdays and/or Sundays.
Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each month. Our
next potluck is Sun, August 30th.

Friends of the Poor is usually the second Saturday of each
month. The next FOP is Saturday, September 12th

Holy Trinity Parish Council is scheduled to meet next on
Thurs, Aug 27 @ 5:30 PM at the Pavillion.
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Upcoming Ministry Committee Meetings
Aug 23rd - Friends of the Poor Meeting
Aug 30th - Annual Church School Planning Meeting

If you serve in one of the above ministries, would like to
serve, or would like to learn more, please join us! As our
parish grows, all of our ministries need more volunteers to
keep up and be effective. If you have any questions please
see Fr. Innocent.

Tues, September 1st, Pavilion Cleanup @ 5:30 PM - There
will be a Pavillion cleanup to prepare for upcoming rentals




Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Wilkes-Barre + wbholytrinity.org + Fr. Innocent Neal, Rector + 570-825-6540

and wedding receptions. Please come offer an hour or two
to assist in the preparation. It should be fairly quick work if
we get a good showing. Thank you for your help!

O B- DAYS & ANN[VERSARIES @

August Birthdays: Joan Lello (8/1), Ruby Redfield (8/2),
Sophia Leonori (8/5), Jonathan Sims (8/5), Radu Spinghel
(8/6), Liam Reznak (8/9), Joe Lello (8/14), Lisa Talpash (8/16),
Greg Kurtz Jr. (8/16), William Talpash (8/19), Olivia Dutko
(8/22), Carl Zbegner (8/22), Denise Meck (8/23), Ephraim
Neal (8/25), Sylvia Dreater (8/29) Lindsey Rivera (8/31)
August Anniversaries: Paul & Sylvia Dreater (8/3), Greg &
Laura Polk (8/17), George & Rita Krill (8/29)

> : Denise Meck
(8/23), Ephraim Neal (8/25), Sylvia Dreater (8/29), George &
Rita Krill (8/29)
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.. Of the Saints, Fathers & Teachers
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Homily for the 12th Sunday of Matthew
By Met Hierotheos of Nafpaktos

A young man, as today's Gospel reading told us,
approached Christ and talked with Him. People’s dialogues
with Christ are always revelatory, because His energy
penetrates into their existence, reveals the depths of their
inner world, creates great surprise. In reality, Christ with
love and tenderness enters the heart of man and creates
surprises and questions.

This also happened with the young man of today's Gospel
reading, who successively formulated two questions to
Christ and the Disciples of Christ continued with a third
question.

The first question was: "Good teacher, what good thing
shall I do that I may have eternal life?” (Matthew 19:16).
This question includes two points of interest. The first is
the goal of this young man, which is the acquisition of
eternal life, and the second is the means by which he will
acquire it. The young man, above all, asked to learn about
the way in which he could enter eternal life, i.e. Paradise.
And this is natural, because in every science priority is
given to the method by which one reaches the expected
result. In this question, Christ indicated the observance of
God's commandments in order to attain eternal life.

The young man's second question was: "What do I still
lack?” (Matt. 19:20). This is an important question, because
one should not remain in a stagnant state, one cannot be
relaxed in what one is doing. The path to eternal life
requires a continuous movement, which means getting out
of ourselves, freeing ourselves from selfishness and being
on a path to the eternal that has no end. The Fathers of the
Church speak of an ongoing perfection. Every stop to
admire ourselves and measure the results of the race is
actually a fall. In this question, Christ indicated the perfect
liberation from material good things, because in such a
continuous journey towards God, man must be free from
addictions, he must be freed from self-love.

The third question came from the Disciples of Christ, when
they saw the inability of the young man to deny material
goods and follow Christ. The question of the Disciples was:
"Who then can be saved?” (Matt. 19:25). That is, if for the
rich who have their attention focused on material goods,
on wealth, it is impossible to be saved, then who can be
saved? This question is related to the opinion that prevailed
at that time among the Jews, that material goods are God's
blessings to people and that the rich have the special favor
of God. This, of course, does not apply today.

Man in his struggle for the conquest of eternity, for the
acquisition of his salvation, feels weak, powerless,
incapable. This road is long, rough and dangerous, because
it has many difficulties. Therefore, help is needed and for
this Christ answered that this is impossible for humans,
but for God everything is possible. This means that we
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struggle with God's Grace and the path to salvation is not
our own achievement, but God's gift to those who struggle.

However, man's dialogue with Christ is creative, effective
and saving. That is why we should ask Christ in prayer to
have communication with Him, and because this is
difficult, for various reasons, we should have a dialogue
with Christ's friends, who are the Saints, the Clergy who
have a relationship and communion with Christ, as well as
reading Holy Scripture and the works of the Fathers of the
Church.

Unfortunately, today many people and many young people
do not have such spiritual quests, they are not interested in
their psychic and spiritual progress, they do not dialogue
with Christ and His friends. The worst thing is that the
dialogues of today's people are about very low things,
about details of our lives, about things of minor
importance.

We must start the dialogue with Christ and His friends
about our eternal future, because the answers we will
receive will fill our inner world with peace and life.

As can be seen in this passage, Christ showed the young
man the way to perfection. There are two degrees of
perfection. One is preparatory, which is the observance of
the commandments of Christ, and the other is the
comprehensive love for God and for people.

The first thing that Christ said to the young man was:
"Keep the commandments” (Matt. 19:17). The
commandments of God are similar to the medicines that
doctors administer, since just as material medicines heal
the body, so the commandments heal the soul of man. Just
as the doctor, when he forbids a food, does it out of love in
order to preserve or restore health, so Christ gives
commands to preserve or restore the health of the soul and
many times of the body as well.

The second thing that Christ said to the young man was:
"Sell what you have and distribute them to the poor, ... and
follow me" (Matt. 19:21). That is, He urged him to detach
himself from his attachment to material goods, to share
them with others and to follow Christ freed from them.
This category includes all the Saints, Prophets, Apostles,
Martyrs, since each one of them made a great sacrifice in
their life and offered themselves to God.

Therefore, in order to obtain eternal life, we must follow
these two specific stages, that is, the observance of the
commandments, by which the heart is purified, and perfect
self-denial. We must begin this journey and little by little
we will be ready to offer something more to Christ, when
needed or when Christ and the Church ask us.

THE TREASURY

“.. but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. + Jesus Christ

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $12,305
Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $2,840
Last Week’s Collection (8/16) : $

Scan to make an online donation.
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Thank you to Sherry Huntsinger, Lou Gianuzzi, George
Beaver & Jen Rusnok for today’s coffee hour and to those
who helped clean up! Next Sunday is our Parish Potluck.
Please consider bringing a dish to share. Anything will do.
Even the most simple dish or snack!

Would you sponsor a coffee hour with a friend?
See Fr. Innocent, Mat. Melanie or Joanne Dutko.
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