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Sun, August 29, 2021: 10th Sunday after Holy Pentecost, The Beheading of St. John the Baptist

Hymns for Today’s Service

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst
rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of
Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy
Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest
mankind!”

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with hymns of
praise, but the Lord’s testimony is su�cient for thee, O

Forerunner. Thou wast shown in truth to be the most
honorable of the Prophets, for thou wast deemed worthy
to baptize in the streams of the Jordan Him Whom they
foretold. Therefore, having su�ered for the truth with
joy, thou didst proclaim to those in hell God Who
appeared in the flesh, Who takes away the sin of the
world, and grants us great mercy.

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising
the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as
God, for death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master! Eve
rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee:
“Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!”

The glorious beheading of the Forerunner became an act
of divine dispensation, for he preached to those in hell
the coming of the Savior. Let Herodias lament, for she
entreated lawless murder, loving not the Law of God, nor
eternal life, but that which is false and temporal.

Epistle Reading - Acts 13:25-33

And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do
you think I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One
after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to
loose.’ Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham,
and those among you who fear God, to you the word of
this salvation has been sent. For those who dwell in
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know
Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read
every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him.
And though they found no cause for death in Him, they
asked Pilate that He should be put to death. Now when
they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him,
they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a
tomb. But God raised Him from the dead. He was seen for
many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee
to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. And
we declare to you glad tidings – that promise which was
made to the fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their
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children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also
written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, today I
have begotten You.’

Gospel Reading -   Mark 6:14-30

Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become
well known. And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from
the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.”
Others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is the
Prophet, or like one of the prophets.” But when Herod
heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded; he has
been raised from the dead!” For Herod himself had sent
and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had
married her. Because John had said to Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” Therefore
Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but
she could not; for Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And when
he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.
Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday
gave a feast for his nobles, the high o�cers, and the chief
men of Galilee. And when Herodias’ daughter herself
came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who
sat with him, the king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever
you want, and I will give it to you.” He also swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my
kingdom.” So she went out and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist!” Immediately she came in with haste to the king
and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was
exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because
of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her.
Immediately the king sent an executioner and
commanded his head to be brought. And he went and
beheaded him in prison, brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother.
When his disciples heard of it, they came and took away
his corpse and laid it in a tomb. Then the apostles
gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they
had done and what they had taught.

Thi� ����’s S��ed���
THIS WEEKEND

SAT, Aug 28th: Great Vespers w/ Litya @ 5 PM
Confessions @ 5:45 PM

SUN, Aug. 29th: Hours @ 8:40 AM,
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Co�ee Hour, Shrimp Boil Feast

+++
THIS WEEK

WED: Church Open for Private Prayer 11AM-1:30 PM
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
SAT, Sept 4th: Great Vespers w/ Litya @ 5 PM

Confessions @ 5:45 PM
SUN, Sept 5th: Hours @ 8:40 AM,

Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM, Co�ee Hour
Labor Day Weekend Cook/Campout @ 4 PM

Upcoming Parish Events
& Announcements

TODAY: Cake for the Hamners: We are so thankful
to our seminarian intern family, the Hamners, and all
they have contributed to Holy Trinity this summer! While
we will surely see them in the near future, today is their
last o�cial day of the internship. Please join us
downstairs in the Parlor for cake and co�ee in gratitude
for them and what a blessing they have been to us this
summer. May God grant you many years!

TODAY - HTOC Shrimp Boil Feast: Remember to
come by the Pavillion today for a hearty meal consisting
of a generous portion of extra-large shrimp, smoky pork
sausage (or vegan if pre-ordered), locally harvested new
potatoes and freshly picked corn on the cob. All
ingredients prepared in a broth of old bay, herbs and
other seasonings. Walk-in orders are welcome. Eat in &
take out. $18 per serving.

Next parish council meeting - September 12, 2021

Annual parish council meeting - September 26, 2021
following Divine Liturgy. All members in good standing
are welcome to attend. Election for church council
o�cers will be conducted. Qualification for election into
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o�ce per HTOC bylaws require that one be at least 21
years of age; a voting member of the parish for at least
two years; an active communicant of the sacraments
(confession / communion); met all canonical
requirements of the faith; and a person of the church in
conduct and speech. If anyone has questions about these
requirements please speak with Fr. Innocent. If you
would like to be an o�cer on the Parish Council please
contact the nominating Committee Chair Peter Holoviak
or Fr. Innocent.

NEXT SUNDAY: Help Needed for our Labor Day
Weekend Cookout and Camp: Help is needed for next
Sunday’s cookout / campout. We will begin setup
following co�ee hour next Sunday. Help is also needed
with food, games, cleanup, etc. Please see Fr. Innocent.

YOUTH & FAMILY LABOR DAY
WEEKEND COOKOUT & CAMP

Sunday, September 5th
Cookout and Games begin at 4 PM

Ping Pong, Foosball, Outdoor Games
Followed by Campfire & Music

Camping w/ late night movie begins at 10 PM
Morning breakfast & departing at 9AM
++ Camping is optional - come enjoy the fun ++

Bir��d��� & An�i��r���i�s
August Birthdays: Joan Lello (8/1), David Voda (8/2),
Sophia Leonori (8/5), Joe Lello (8/14), William Talpash
(8/19), Olivia Dutko (8/22), Carl Zbegner (8/22), Denise
Meck (8/23), Ephraim Neal (8/25), Lindsey Rivera (8/31),
Pat Bankos (8/?) August Anniversaries: Greg & Laura
Polk (8/17), George & Rita Krill (8/?), Catie & Dan Decarlo
(8/22)

This Week’s Birthday: Lindsey Rivera (8/31), Pat Bankos
(8/?) Anniversary: George & Rita Krill (8/?)

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore
& Elenor Sovryda, Nadine Breisch, Rosalie Bagenski,
Sonja & Leanne Kay, Josie Bissett, Lisa & Scott Harvey,
Daniel & Shannon Bissett, Delores Karas, Antonette
Terry, Archpriest Daniel & Matushka Myra Kovalak,
Violet Filipi, Catherine, Danny Gobish, Lorraine Pace,
Camden Thomas, Peter Holoviak & Family, Marni
Bachman & Family, Rose Marie, Helen Gudaitis,
Maha�ey Family, George Scott, Evelyn Kosmiski, Joe
Sloan, Louis Gianuzzi, Betty Serafin, Matushka
Elizabeth, Karen Maier, John Metz, Bill & Chris, Leigh
Remp Departed: Mary Metz, Sharlie

The Beheading of the Holy
Glorious Prophet, Forerunner,
and Baptist John

The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord,
John the Baptist: The Evangelists Matthew (Mt.14:1-12)
and Mark (Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the
martyric end of John the Baptist in the year 32 after the
Birth of Christ.
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Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist
was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch
(ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of
Galilee. (After the death of king Herod the Great, the
Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four parts,
and put a governor in charge of each part. Herod Antipas
received Galilee from the emperor Augustus).

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for
having left his lawful wife, the daughter of the Arabian
king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias,
the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his
birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders
and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of
Herod, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In
gratitude to the girl, he swore to give her whatever she
would ask, up to half his kingdom.

The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias
asked that she be given the head of John the Baptist on a
platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the
wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier
he had heeded. He also feared the people, who loved the
holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and his
careless oath, he gave orders to cut o� the head of Saint
John and to give it to Salome.

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher
of repentance once more opened and proclaimed:
“Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother
Philip.” Salome took the platter with the head of Saint
John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied Herodias
repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a
needle and buried his holy head in an unclean place. But
the pious Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, buried
the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the
Mount of Olives, where Herod had a parcel of land. (The
Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated February
24). The holy body of John the Baptist was taken that
night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there where
the wicked deed had been done.

After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod
continued to govern for a certain time. Pontius Pilate,
governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom
he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).

The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and
Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome, crossing
the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The ice

gave way in such a way that her body was in the water,
but her head was trapped above the ice. It was similar to
how she once had danced with her feet upon the ground,
but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she
was trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut
through her neck.

Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to
Herod and Herodias, as once they had brought them the
head of Saint John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in
revenge for the disrespect shown to his daughter, made
war against Herod. The defeated Herod su�ered the
wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and
was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.

The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, a Feast day
established by the Church, is also a strict fast day because
of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint.
In some Orthodox cultures pious people will not eat food
from a flat plate, use a knife, or eat food that is round in
shape on this day.

Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox
soldiers killed on the field of battle, as established in
1769 at the time of Russia’s war with the Turks and the
Poles.
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