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Dymus For This Week

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! Grant
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries;
and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation!

As Thou wast voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our
sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy Name, O
Christ God; make all Orthodox Christians glad by Thy
power, granting them victories over their adversaries by
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of
peace!

Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, and
Thy holy Resurrection we glorify.

Please Sing Along!

Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies along with
the choir throughout the Divine Liturgy is encouraged!

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:18-24

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the
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wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the
prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is
the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God
through the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe. For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek
after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God.

Gospel Reading - John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35

Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him,
they cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate
said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for Ifind no
fault in Him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and
according to our law He ought to die, because He made
Himself the Son of God.” Therefore, when Pilate heard that
saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the
Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But
Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to Him, “Are
You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have
power to crucify You, and power to release You?” Jesus
answered, “You could have no power at all against Me
unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one
who delivered Me to you has the greater sin” When Pilate
therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat
down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The
Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the
Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour.
And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” But they cried
out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate
said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” Then he delivered
Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him
away. And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called
the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha,
where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on
either side, and Jesus in the center. Now Pilate wrote a title
and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF
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NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then many of the
Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and
Latin. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother,
and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the
disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother,
“Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the disciple,
“Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple
took her to his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that
all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might
be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” So when Jesus had received the
sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head,
He gave up His spirit. Therefore, because it was the
Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and
broke the legs of the first and of the other who was
crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw
that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But
one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and
immediately blood and water came out. And he who has
seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows
that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe.

This WeeR’s Schedule
Doly Trinicy Orchodox Church

THIS WEEKEND - Exaltation of The Precious Cross
Saturday, Sep 13th
Friends of the Poor @ 9 AM
Great Vespers w/ Litya @ 5 PM
Sunday, Sep 14th
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 8:40 AM,
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM
followed by prayer for the new school year, Coffee Hour
Church School Begins after Divine Liturgy
+++

THIS WEEK
Wed @ 10 AM - Bible Study - Epistle to the Romans
Wed @ 11 AM to 1 PM - Open Church for Prayer
Wed @ 6 PM - Akathist to the Precious & Life-Giving Cross
Wed @ 6:40 PM - Orthodoxy 101

+++

NEXT WEEKEND - Archbishop Mark Visiting
Saturday, Sep 20th
Great Vespers @ 5 PM w/ Archbishop Mark
Sunday, Sep 21st
Matins @ 8 AM, Hours @ 8:40 AM,
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM - Archbishop Mark Presiding,
Special Potluck Coffee Hour

Parastas 9/21 - Following Coffee Hour
In Memory of Peter Holoviak and the Duda Family -

Andrew, Mary, John, Andrew, Peter, Michael, Joseph, Joseph
Offered by Paula, Vladimir & Alexander Holoviak

)) ANNOUNCEMENCTS

& dpcoming Parish €vencs
+++ Weekly / Monthly +++

Bible Study Wednesdays at 10 AM. Everyone is welcome. We are
reading through the Epistle to the Romans with discussions.
ORTHODOXY 101 Wednesdays @ 6:40 PM following the
Akathist Service (6 PM): Orthodoxy 101 is for visitors, inquirers,
catechumens or anyone interested in learning more about the
foundations of our faith.

Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each month. Our
next potluck is Sunday, September 21st - Archbp Mark’s Visit
Friends of the Poor is usually the second Saturday of each
month. Saturday, September 13th.

Holy Trinity Parish Council is usually the second Sunday of
each month. The next Parish Council is Sunday, October 12th.

WANTED: Coffee Hour Teams - Sponsor a Sunday Coffee
Hour with a friend. Speak with Joanne Dutko to learn more and
sign up.

mber 20 / 21st - Archbishop Mark’s Annual
Visit: Archbishop Mark will be making his annual visit on
September 20th & 21st for Great Vespers & Divine Liturgy.
Please plan to be in church to welcome him! We will have a
special parish potluck on that day. Bring your favorite
“special” dish to share. A signup sheet for dishes will be
posted in the Vestibule.

NEW YOUNG ADULT GROUP “Orthodoxy on Tap”:
Holy Trinity, in conjunction with St. Mary’s Antiochian
Orthodox Church, will be hosting a monthly Orthodox
Young Adult (ages 18-28 or so) gathering the third Friday of
each month. Our first meeting will be here at Holy Trinity
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on Friday, September 19th @ 7 PM. The first meeting will
be an organizational meeting to plan and discuss group
possibilities. Young adults from other Parishes in the area
are also invited. Plan to attend and meet other Orthodox
Young Adults.

St. TIKHON OF MOSCOW 100TH ANNIVERSARY: In
honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Repose of Saint
Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow, His Eminence Archbishop
Mark of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania warmly
invites the clergy and faithful of the Diocese to join him for
a Festal Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at All Saints Church,
Olyphant, PA, on Saturday, October 18 2025, at 9:30 AM.
As indicated in the flyer, His Eminence will be greeted at
9:15 AM, and the Divine Liturgy will begin at 930 AM.
Following the service, a festive luncheon will be offered to
all in the Church Hall. Experienced parish singers are
invited to participate in an ensemble choir that will be
formed for this celebration.

FALL TEEN RETREAT November 14-16 hosted by The
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania, 2025 at Camp Hebron
Retreat Center Halifax, PA. Applications will be open to
Teens 7th to 12th Grade. The Diocese of Eastern PA Youth
Ministries program focuses on creating opportunities for
young people to deepen their faith, build lasting
relationships, and engage in meaningful activities that
support their journey in Christ. Retreat life centers on
worship and spiritual formation as well as fellowship and
fun through activities. HTOC will form a carpool to take
youth to the camp. See Fr. Innocent if you have any
questions. Apply At: youth. DOEPA.ORG

Birchdays & ANNiIVERSORIES

September Birthdays: Eva Nealon (9/1), Jason King (9/1),
Marianne Haugh (9/3), Pd. Sergei Kapral (9/5), William
Gurka (9/8), Vladimir Dutko (9/13), Gregory Krevko (9/14),
Jalen Buchinski (9/19), Kaleb Dutko (9/19), Tom Michalski
(9/19), Brittany Marie Willis (9/20), Brian Hutz (9/21), Irene
Kazmierowicz (9/27), Stephen Hutz (9/29), Alekzandria
Dutko (9/30), Paul (Brett) Edwards (9/30) September
Anniversaries: Jason & Coleen King (9/5), Dave & Diane
Welgus (9/6), Brian & Beth Hutz (9/7) Steve & Joann Dutko
(9/14), Martha & Paul Tumavitch (9/17)

This Week: Birthdays - Gregory Krevko (9/14), Jalen
Buchinski (9/19), Kaleb Dutko (9/19), Tom Michalski (9/19),

Brittany Marie Willis (9/20) Anniversaries - Brian & Beth
Hutz (9/7) Steve & Joann Dutko (9/14), Martha & Paul
Tumavitch (9/17)

WoRrds O Wisdom

sl From the Saints & Teachers
+++

The Universal Exaltation
of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy
places where our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and rose from
the dead, so that they would be forgotten. Emperor Hadrian
(117-138) ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's Sepulchre be
buried, and that a temple in honor of the pagan "goddess”
Venus and a statue of Jupiter be placed there.

Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to idols.
Eventually after 300 years, by Divine Providence, the
Christian holy places, the Sepulchre of the Lord, and the
Life-giving Cross, were discovered and opened for
veneration. This took place under Emperor Constantine the
Great (306-337) after his victory over Maxentius (in 312),
who ruled the Western part of the Roman Empire, and over
Licinius, the ruler of its Eastern part. In the year 323
Constantine became the sole ruler of the vast Roman
Empire.

In 313 Saint Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, by
which Christianity was legalized and persecutions against
Christians in the Western half of the Empire were stopped.
Although Licinius had signed the Edict of Milan in order to
oblige Constantine, he continued his cruel persecutions
against Christians. Only after his conclusive defeat did the
Edict of Milan extend also to the Eastern part of the
Empire. The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor
Constantine, triumphing over his enemies in three wars,
with God’s assistance, had seen the Sign of the Cross in the
heavens. Written beneath were the words: “By this you
shall conquer.”

Ardently desiring to find the Cross upon which our Lord
Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine sent his
mother, the pious Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem,
providing her with a letter to Saint Makarios, the Patriarch
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of Jerusalem. Saint Helen journeyed to the holy places
connected with the earthly life of the Savior, building more
than 80 churches, at Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ,
and on the Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to
Heaven, and at Gethsemane where the Savior prayed before
His sufferings, and where the Mother of God was buried
after her Dormition.

Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she
set about completing the task with enthusiasm. In her
search for the Life-giving Cross, she questioned both
Christians and Jews, but for a long time her search
remained unsuccessful. Finally, she was directed to a
certain elderly Jew named Jude who stated that the Cross
was buried beneath the temple of Venus. They demolished
the pagan temple and, after praying, they began to excavate
the ground. Soon the Lord's Tomb was uncovered. Not far
from it were three crosses, and a board with the inscription
ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced the
Lord’s Body (March 6).

In order to discover on which of the three crosses the
Savior had been crucified, Patriarch Makarios alternately
touched the crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord
touched the dead man, he was restored to life. After
witnessing the raising of the dead man, everyone was
convinced that the Life-giving Cross had been found.

Christians came in huge crowds to venerate the Holy Cross,
beseeching Saint Makarios to lift the Cross, so that those
far off could see it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual
leaders lifted the Holy Cross, and the people prostrated
themselves before the Honorable Wood, saying “Lord have
mercy.” This solemn event occurred in the year 326.

During the discovery of the Life-giving Cross another
miracle took place: a woman who was close to death was
healed by the shadow of the Holy Cross. The elderly Jude
(October 28) and other Jews believed in Christ and were
baptized. Jude was given the name Kyriakos, and later he
was consecrated as the Bishop of Jerusalem. He suffered a
martyr’s death for Christ during the reign of Emperor
Julian the Apostate (361-363).

Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood and nails
with her to Constantinople. Saint Constantine ordered a
majestic and spacious church to be built at Jerusalem in
honor of the Resurrection of Christ, also including under
its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. The
church was built in ten years. Saint Helen did not survive

until the dedication of the church, she reposed in the year
327. The church was consecrated on September 13, 335. On
the following day, September 14, the festal celebration of
the Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross was
established.

Another event connected to the Cross of the Lord is
remembered also on this day: its return to Jerusalem from
Persia after a fourteen year captivity. During the reign of
the Byzantine Emperor Phokas (602-610) the Persian king
Khozréés 1I attacked Constantinople defeated the Greek
army, plundered Jerusalem, capturing both the Life-giving
Cross of the Lord and the Holy Patriarch Zachariah
(609-633).

The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years, and only
under Emperor Herakleios (610-641), who defeated
Khozréés and concluded peace with his successor and son
Syroes, was the Lord's Cross returned to the Christians.

With great solemnity the Life-giving Cross was transferred
to Jerusalem. Emperor Herakleios, wearing a crown and his
royal purple garments carried the Cross of Christ. The
Emperor was accompanied by Patriarch Zachariah. At the
gates by which they ascended Golgotha, the Emperor
stopped suddenly and was unable to proceed. The holy
Patriarch explained to the Emperor that an Angel of the
Lord was blocking his way. Herakleios was told to remove
his royal trappings and to walk barefoot, since He Who bore
the Cross for the salvation of the world had made His way
to Golgotha in all humility. Then Herakleios donned plain
clothes, and without further hindrance, carried the Cross of
Christ into the church.

The Treasury

“.. but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal. + Jesus Christ

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: 512,305
Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: 52,840
Last Week's Collection (9/7/25) : $2,315




