
The SundayMessenger
HOL Y TR I N I T Y ORTHODOX CHURCH - W I L K E S B ARR E , P A

+ The Great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ + December 24th & 25th, 2023

Hymns for the Eve of Nativity

When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the
angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast
away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:
“Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the
world great mercy!”

Great are the accomplishments of faith, for the three
Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as though
in the waters of rest; and the Prophet Daniel appeared a
shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. So by
their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls!

Mary was of David’s seed, so she went with Joseph to
register in Bethlehem. She bore in her womb the Fruit not
sown by man. The time for the birth was at hand. Since
there was no room at the inn, the cave became a beautiful
palace for the Queen. Christ is born, raising up the image
that fell of old.

Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare thyself, O Ephratha! The
Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd
she carries in her womb. The God-bearing Forefathers
will rejoice, beholding Him, and with the shepherds, they
will glorify the Virgin nursing Him.

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to the
Eternal Word. Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O
universe! Glorify with the angels and the shepherds the
Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a little child!

Epistle Reading - Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40

By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city
which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises offered up his only
begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed
shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise
him up, even from the dead, fromwhich he also received
him in a figurative sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and
Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he
was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith
Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the
departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions
concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born,
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was hidden three months by his parents, because they
saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of
the king’s command. And what more shall I say? For the
time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the
prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became
valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
Women received their dead raised to life again. Others
were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might
obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of
mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in
dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having
obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive
the promise, God having provided something better for
us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Gospel Reading -Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac
begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot
Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab,
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon.
Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth,
Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David
the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of
Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot
Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.
Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz
begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh
begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot
Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were
carried away to Babylon. And after they were brought to
Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot
Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot
Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok,
Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot
Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot
Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So all the

generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon
are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in
Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations. Now
the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to
put her away secretly. But while he thought about these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son,
and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His
people from their sins.” So all this was done that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,
which is translated, ‘God with us.’” Then Joseph, being
aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not
know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son.
And he called His name JESUS.

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord

THISWEEKEND
The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord

Saturday, December 23rd
5 PM: 9th Hour (4:50), Great Vespers, Confession
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Sunday, December 24th
8:10 AM: Resurrectional Matins w/ Hours

9 AM: Divine Liturgy, Compline &Matins for the Great
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, Coffee Hour

+++
Monday, December 25th

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours,

9 AM: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
+++

Tuesday, December 26th - 2nd Day of the Nativity

Synaxis of the Mother of God
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM Divine Liturgy

+++

THISWEEK
WED 11 AM - 1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church
6:30 PM: Akathist: “For the Nativity of Our Lord”

THURS 11 AM: Bible Study
+++

NEXTWEEKEND
Saturday, December 30th

5 PM: 9th Hour (4:50), Great Vespers, Confession
+++

Sunday, December 31st
8:10 AM: Resurrectional Matins w/ Hours
9 AM: Divine Liturgy, Parish Potluck

Vespers for the Feast of the Circumcision

The Feast of the Circumcision of Jesus Christ /
St. Basil the Great
Monday, January 1st

9 AM: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

+++

Parish Council is the second Sunday of eachmonth. Our
next meeting is SUN, Jan 14th.

Friends of the Poor is the second Saturday of each
month. The next gathering will be SAT, Jan 13th.

Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each
month. Our next potluck is December 31st.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE MEETING - Fundraising
committee meeting Sunday, January 21st following
Divine Liturgy at Coffee Hour. Anyone interested in being
part of the committee is welcome to attend.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
December Birthdays: David Clark (12/1), Stephen Dutko
(12/8), Nina Grymko (12/10), Andrew Kondratick (12/11),
Lydia Dutko (12/12), Andrew Conklin (12/13), Joan Austin
(12/18), Christa Talpash (12/19), Dcn Lawrence Worlinsky
(12/19), Patrick Tutella (12/19), Susan Goobic Howell
(12/19), Jeri Basarab (12/21), Mary Ann Kudey (12/21)
Dolores Rilko (12/21), Anessa Cardoni (12/28), Daniel
Bisset Jr. (12/31) Anniversaries: N/A

This Week’s Birthdays & Anniversaries: Anessa Cardoni
(12/28), Daniel Bisset Jr. (12/31)

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Nadine Breisch, Holoviak Family, Evelyn Kosmiski, Mat. Elizabeth, Jeri Basarab, Fr.
Theodore Orzolek, Vladimir & Marie Dutko, Tom & Joan Austin, David, Elizabeth, Lydia, Melanie Bishop, Delores Voda, Nicole Hapeman,
David Goobic, David Lezinsky, Mat Melanie Departed: Rosalie, Mary Ann Lepa, Stanley Cramton



ArchPastoral Greeting on the Great Feast of
the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

December 25, 2023
Feast of the Nativity of our Lord

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Dear Rev. Frs., Matushki and Faithful,

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord,
proclaiming the present mystery; for He has
broken the middle wall of partition, and the
flaming spear will turn about, and the
cherubim will admit all to the tree of life. As
for me, I will return to enjoy the bliss of
paradise from which I was driven away before,
by reason of iniquity; for the likeness of the
Father, and the Person of His Eternity, which
it is impossible to change has taken the
likeness of a Servant, coming from a Mother
who has not known wedlock; free from
transubstantiation, since He remained as He
was, true God, and took what had not been,
having become Man for His love of mankind.
Wherefore, let us lift our voices unto Him
crying, O Thou Who was born of the Virgin, O
God, have mercy upon us.
(Idiomelon By Germanus from Great Vespers on the
Eve of the Nativity)

Have a blessed Feast of the Nativity and a Joyous
New Year! May our Lord bless you with good
health, length of days and a happy and peaceful
New Year!
Yours in Christ,

+ Mark, Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese
of Eastern Pennsylvania

The Treasury
“... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. + Jesus Christ

PROPORTIONAL GIVING
Assessing our personal giving for the coming new year.

Proportional giving is the practice of returning to the
Lord a portion of the financial treasure He has blessed us
with in this life. We offer our gifts in gratitude for His.
This principle is found in both the Old and New
Testament scriptures. Because it is proportional, what is
returned to Him is different for each family and
household. The giving chart below offers a starting point
for giving based on a range of weekly incomes along with
a range of giving levels beginning at 10%, the ideal for a
Christian tithe if one is capable, down to 2%. Our goal as
we journey through life is to offer increasingly more of
what God has given us back to Him, just as we give more
of our heart. Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also (Matt 6:21). This, of course, is done freely and out of
love for God and His Church, not in response to an
outward rule (Freely you have received, freely give - Matt
10:8). May this chart be helpful for you in prayerfully
determining your level of giving this coming new year,
challenging yourself to return to God the good portion of
His financial blessings.

Weekly
Income

10% 5% 4% 2%

$200 $20 $10 $8 $4

$500 $50 $25 $20 $10

$750 $75 $37 $30 $15

$1000 $100 $50 $40 $20

$1500 $150 $75 $60 $30

$2000 $200 $100 $80 $40


