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3rd Sunday of Lenten Preperation +  Sun, February 19th, 2023  + The Sunday of the Last Judgement / Meatfare

Hymns for Today

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the
Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled
down death by death. He has become the first born of the
dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has
granted to the world great mercy.

When Thou, O God, shalt come to earth with glory, all
things shall tremble, and the river of fire shall flow
before Thy judgment seat; the books shall be opened, and
the hidden things disclosed; then deliver me from the
unquenchable fire, and make me worthy to stand at Thy
right hand, O Righteous Judge!

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2

But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we
eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the
worse. But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours
become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if
anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s
temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be
emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? And
because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died? But when you thus sin against the
brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin
against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother
stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my
brother stumble. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free?
Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my
work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet
doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord.

Gospel Reading - Matthew 25:31-46

When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He
will separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then
the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked
and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was
in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry
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and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we
see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe
You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come
to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of
the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ Then He
will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a
stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did
not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
Me.’ Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He
will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

+++
THIS WEEKEND

Saturday, February 18th
1 PM-5 PM: Family / Board Game Day

5 PM: Great Vespers, Confession,
Saturday Parastas in Memory of:

Theodore Polk offered by Sdn Gregory Polk
Stephen Havrilak offered by Sandra Havrilak
Peter Holoviak offered by Steve & Jean Hutz

Sunday, February 19th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy,

Meatfare Potluck
+++

THIS WEEK
Wed, 11 AM-1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church

Wed, 6:30 PM: Akathist Glory to God for All Things
+++

NEXT WEEKEND - Forgiveness Sunday
Saturday, February 25th

5 PM: Great Vespers, Confession
Sunday, February 26th

8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy,
Forgiveness Sunday Vespers, Cheesefare Coffee Hour

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

+++

TODAY: SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR EARTHQUAKE
VICTIMS: In the wake of last week’s earthquake which
struck Turkey and Syria, His Beatitude Metropolitan
Tikhon has called on the faithful of the Orthodox Church
in America to support the efforts of International
Orthodox Christian Charities and the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese as they work to bring
relief to the survivors. THEREFORE, today we are taking a
special collection that Holy Trinity will send via one of
these organizations. Additionally, HOLY TRINITY will
match the amount given by YOU from our parish
charitable donation fund. Please give mercifully and
generously to those who are suffering through this
natural disaster. PLEASE LEAVE YOUR DONATION AT
THE CANDLESTAND.

NEXT SUNDAY: Changing covers from Gold to
Purple: All Hands on Deck! Everyone is invited to help
make our color change to purple (covers and glass) in the
church for Great Lent following Forgiveness Sunday
Vespers. Thank you for your help in advance. Many hands
make light work!

SCHEDULE FOR FIRST WEEK OF LENT
February 26th - March 4th

Sun @ 10:30 AM: Forgiveness Sunday Vespers
Mon-Thurs @ 6:30 PM: Great Compline w/ the Great

Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
Fri @ 6:30 PM: Canon to St. Theodore

w/ Litya for the Departed
Sat @ 9 AM: St. Theodore Saturday Divine Liturgy

w/ Blessing of Koliva

Lenten Adult Education - The Orthodox Spiritual
Life: Fr. Innocent will be presenting weekly Adult
Education Class Sunday’s during coffee hour throughout
Great Lent beginning March 5th. Each week will cover a
different topic on the rich spiritual life our faith offers us
and its ultimate goal. Presentations will last 30 minutes
followed by discussion and Q&A. This class will take the
place of Orthodoxy 101 during Great Lent. Everyone is
invited.
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GREAT LENT TEXT MESSAGE SERIES: Throughout
Great Lent (as we did during the Nativity Fast), Fr.
Innocent will send a series of encouraging text messages
relating to the fast, spirituality, relevant scripture
readings, challenging questions, and other resources to
help you keep engaged in the spirit of the Lenten Fast. If
you would like to receive these occasional messages
throughout the week sign up in the vestibule/Narthex or
Send Fr. Innocent a message to get on the list. We will be
creating a special group on the Signal App. So please
download the app to your phone. Questions? Ask Fr.
Innocent.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH & PARISH:
Thanks to all who came to our annual Pancake Breakfast
fundraiser for the youth of Holy Trinity. $555 was raised.
Thanks also to all who helped make it possible. ALSO,
thank you to all who supported our recent Piggy sale by
buying piggies or volunteering to help. We made $1386.11.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

February Birthdays: Mary Gurka (2/1), Cassandra
Mahaffey (2/2), Amelia Stankiewicz (⅔), Subdeacon
Thomas Donlick (⅖), Sebastian Neal (2/6), Emma
Sofrenovic (2/7), Paul Tumavitch (2/9), Mitchell Rivera
(2/14), David Mills (2/19), Jeremiah Haugh (2/21), Sandy
Serafin (2/23), Alexanne Conklin (2/24), Andrew Rivera
(2/28) Anniversaries: Brian & Kristi Benczkowski

This Week’s Birthdays: David Mills (2/19), Jeremiah
Haugh (2/21), Sandy Serafin (2/23), Alexanne Conklin
(2/24)

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers

+++

Sunday of the Last Judgement
From oca.org

Today’s Gospel reading is Matthew 25:31-46, the parable
of the Last Judgment. It reminds us that while trusting in
Christ’s love and mercy, we must not forget His
righteous judgment when He comes again in glory. If our
hearts remain hardened and unrepentant, we should not
expect the Lord to overlook our transgressions simply
because He is a good and loving God. Although He does
not desire the death of a sinner, He also expects us to
turn from our wickedness and live (Ezek. 33:11). This
same idea is expressed in the prayer read by the priest
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after the penitent has confessed his or her sins (Slavic
practice).

“When Christ comes to judge the

world, His criterion for judgment

will be love. Christian love entails

seeing Christ in other people, our

family, our friends, and everyone

else we may encounter in our

lives. We shall be judged on

whether we have loved, or not

loved, our neighbor.”

The time for repentance and forgiveness is now, in the
present life. At the Second Coming, Christ will appear as
the righteous Judge, “Who will render to every man
according to his deeds” (Rom. 2:6). Then the time for
entreating God’s mercy and forgiveness will have passed.
As Father Alexander Schmemann reminds us in his book
GREAT LENT (Ch. 1:4), sin is the absence of love, it is
separation and isolation. When Christ comes to judge the
world, His criterion for judgment will be love. Christian
love entails seeing Christ in other people, our family, our
friends, and everyone else we may encounter in our lives.
We shall be judged on whether we have loved, or not
loved, our neighbor. We show Christian love when we
feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the
naked, visit those who are sick or in prison. If we did such
things for the least of Christ’s brethren, then we also did
them for Christ (Mt.25:40). If we did not do such things
for the least of the brethren, neither did we do them for
Christ (Mt.25:45).

Today is the last day for eating meat and meat products
until Pascha, though eggs and dairy products are
permitted every day during the coming week. This
limited fasting prepares us gradually for the more
intense fasting of Great Lent.

The Treasury
“... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal.” + Jesus Christ

+++

What is my weekly tithe?

Weekly
Income

10% 5% 4% 2%

$200 $20 $10 $8 $4

$500 $50 $25 $20 $10

$750 $75 $37 $30 $15

$1000 $100 $50 $40 $20

$1500 $150 $75 $60 $30

$2000 $200 $100 $80 $40

Rejoice at every opportunity of

showing kindess to your

neighbour as a true Christian who

strives to store up as many good

works as possible, especially the

treasures of love.
+++

Righteous John, Wonderworker of
Kronstadt


